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of the International Congress of Applied Chemistry: 
Departizzeitt 01 the Treasztrjm-Dr. Reid Hunt,  Hygienic 
Laboratory, Marine Hospital Service; Dr. A. B. Adams, 
Internal Revenue Service. Departiiient of the Iu twior-  
Mr. George Steiger, Geological Survey; Dr. George 
S. Ely, Patent Office; Professor Nathaniel IT.  Lord, 
Ohio State University, Columbus, O . ,  to  represent 
Bureau of Mines. Departwtevt o j  .4gricztlture--Dr. 
H. IT. Wiley, Chief, Bureau of Chemistry; Dr. C. F. 
Langworthy, Office of Experiment Stations ; Professor 
W. TV. Cooke, :Biological Survey; Mr. Killiam L. 
Hall, Forest Service; Dr. Frank E.  Cameron, Bureau 
of Soils; Professor U 7 .  J. Humphreys, Weather Bureau; 
Dr. R. H. True, Bureau of Plant Industry; Dr. Marion 
Dorset, Bureau o€ Animal Industry; Dr. W. F. Hille- 
brand, Chief Chemist, Bureau of Standards. 

The Pennsylvania Legislature has passed a con- 
current resolution, providing for the appointment of 
a chemist to  officially represent the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania a t  the Eighth International Con- 
gress. 

an organization for Germany along the lines of the 
American organization for the Congress ; in England, 
the Society of Chemical Industry has taken the 
initiative along similar lines. 

SOCIETY FOR ENGINEERING EDUCATION. 
The nineteenth annual meeting of the Society for 

the Promotion of Engineering Education will be held 
a t  Pittsburg, Pa. ,  on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, June 27th, 28th and 29th. The headquarters 
will be a t  the Carnegie Technical Schools. 

At the meeting special attention will be given to  
the reports of the Committees on the Teaching of 
Mathematics to Engineering Students and to Entrance 
Examinations for Technical Schools. 

Particulars regarding the meeting can be obtained 
from Professor H. H. Norris, Cornell University, 
Ithaca, N .  Y .  

SOCIETY CHEMICAL INDUSTRY. 
The Preliminary Announcement, dated March 6 ,  A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G ,  1911. 

191 I ,  has been translated into French under the auspices The annual General Meeting will be held in the 
of the Association des Chimistes du Sucrerie et de Montgomery Hall, Sheffield, a t  10.30 A.M., on Wednes- 
Distillerie; into German under the auspices of the day, July 1 2 ,  1911. A program of the proceedings 
Verein Deutscher Chemiker; and into Italian under will be issued later. 

distributed by these societies. The Society of Chemical 
Industry has undertaken to distribute the Announce- 
ment to  all the chemists of the British Empire. 

the auspices of the Instituto Chimico and is being _-- 

MEETING OF SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 
The annual meeting of the Southern Fertilizer As- 

I 

sociation will be held a t  Atlantic City, N. J., July 17, 
1911. Already there are indications of a very large 
attendance of the members of this organization. 

A pamphlet addressed specifically to American 
manufacturers, showing them how their business 
interests may be benefited by cooperation with __- the Congress, is in preparation and will be ready for 
distribution by the middle of May. An Academy for Silk Industry is being erected in 

Under the leadership of the Verein Deutscher Nagana, Japan, and an Academy for Mining and 
Chemiker, ten technical societies have already begun Metallurgy in Akita. 

EDUCATIONAL I 
PRATT INSTITUTE EXHIBIT. 

The annual exhibition of the students of Pratt  
Institute was held on June Ist, 2nd and 3rd in the build- 
ings of the Institute in Brooklyn. 

In the School of Science and Technology, which is 
the division of the Institute especially concerned with 
the training of young men in industrial and technical 
lines, the various classes were a t  work in the shops 
and laboratories during the exhibit, and thus an ex- 
cellent opportunity was given those interested to in- 
spect not only the results of the students’ work, but 
also the methods of instruction and the general 
facilities for conducting this kind of training. 

A special feature of the exhibition was the opening 
of the new tannery of the Institute, recently installed 
to provide for the courses in Tanning and Leather 

Chemistry which are to be conducted in co-operation 
with the National Association of Tanners. 

On May j th ,  New York University celebrated the 
100th anniversary of the birth of John William Draper 
who was professor of chemistry in New York Uni- 
versity. Dr. John J.  Stevenson, emeritus professor 
of geology, presided and gave a short resum6 of 
Draper’s life and work. Dr. Arthur B. Lamb, 
director of the chemical department, exhibited 
some of Dr. Draper’s original instruments which 
were used in producing the first daguerreotypes. 

In the near future the New York Section of the 
American Chemical Society will have a celebration 
befitting the importance of Draper’s work. ’ 

--- 
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Harvard University has raised the $ j0,oOo necessary 
to  complete the $IOO,OOO Wolcott Gibbs Memorial 
Laboratory Fund which was started by Dr. Morris 
Loeb and Mr. James Loeb, of New York, by a donation 
of $50,000. It  is expected that $65,000 will be ex- 
pended on the construction and $3j ,ooo  on the main- 
tenance of the building. 

Professor Julius 0. Stieglitz, of the University of 
Chicago, and Professor B. B. Boltwood, of Yale Uni- 
versity, have been elected to membership in the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences, and Professor Ernest 
Rutherford, of the University of Manchester, has been 
elected a foreign associate. 

__- 
Miss Caroline L. Hunt (32 Eliot St., Jamaica Plain, 

Mass.) is preparing a life of the late Prof. 1Irs. Ellen 
H. Richards and will appreciate receiving any ma- 
terial such as letters, photographs, etc., which might 
be of assistance in preparing the biography. 

On April 4th, Professor Coblentz formally resigned 
his chair as Professor of General Chemistry in the Sew 
York College of Pharmacy, which he has occupied 
for many years, to assume the duties of a nevi position 
with the firm of E. R. Squibb & Sons. 

___ 
Dr. F. W. Woll, Professor of Agricultural Chem- 

istry at the University of Wisconsin, will represent the 

University a t  the Centennial celebration of the Uni- 
versity of Christiania, Norway, in September. 

_-_ 

Harry J. Sears and Alice R. Berger have been 
appointed instructors in chemistry a t  Stanford Uni- 
versity, and Dr. Robert E.  Swain has been promoted 
to be professor of physiological chemistry. 

--- 

Dr. J .  SV. Turrentine, instructor in physical and 
electrochemistry a t  Wesleyan University, has been 
appointed scientist in the laboratory of the Bureau 
of Soils, U. S. Dept. of Agriculture. 

The Bessemer gold medal of the Iron and Steel 
Institute of London for this year will be awarded 
to Prof. Henri Le Chatelier, the French metallurgist. 

The University of Edinburgh will confer its doctorate 
of laws on Prof. Ernest Rutherford, of the University 
of Manchester. 

Dr. Elmer Ellsworth Brown, U. S. Commissioner of 
Education, has been elected chancellor of New York 
University. 

-__ 
Prof. William A .  Noyes has been elected President 

of the Illinois State Academy of Science. 

NOTES AND CORRESPONDENCE. 
I I 

THE INVENTOR OF CELLULOID. 
In a recent reviewr of a work on celluloid, the 

statement appears that  “ i t  is not surprising that 
there should be some mistakes, errors, and omissions. 
I n  the first chapter, the invention of celluloid which 
belongs to Daniel Spill, of Hackney, England, is 
credited to Hyatt ,” the inference being tha t  Spill 
and not Hyatt  was the inventor of celluloid. This 
is not a question of the expression of individual opinion 
-to which all are entitled-for the statement that  
the invention of celluloid belongs to Spill is an error 
of fact, readily disproved by  historical data, which 
data, in the interests of accuracy, is appended 
herewith. 

As the result of conversations with his friend John 
Taylor, who patented the manufacture of cellulose 
nitrates in England (Eng. Pat. 11,407, 1846) for 
Schonbein, who is credited with their discovery, 
Alexander Parkes began experiments with pyroxylin 
in Birmingham a t  the laboratory of Elkington, Mason 
& Co., where he was then employed, which experiments 
resulted in there being granted to him E. P., 2,359, 
1855. This was followed by E. P .  1,123, 1 , 1 2 j ,  

1856,. and later by E. P. 2,675, 1864; 1,313, 2,733, 
3,163, 1865; 1,564, 1,592, 2,709, 1866; 865, 1 , 6 9 j ,  
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1867;  1,366, 1,614, 1368; 983, 1881; F. P. 71,871, 1866, 
all of which contained pyroxylin. His product-to 
which the name Parkesine was given-in its more suc- 
cessful forms comprised pyroxylin, camphor and alcohol, 
with and without vegetable oils, and is fully described 
in Jour. SOC. -4rts, 1865, No .  683, Dec. I j ,  p. 81, and by  
Lewthwaite in his process for “Coating Fabrics with 
Parkesine” (E .  P. 741, 1868; U. S. P. 103,209, 1870). 
After Parkes’ Company suspended operations in I 867, 
the first patent (E. P. 1,816, 1867) of Daniel Spil, 
appeared, which he followed by others (E. P. 2,6661 
1867; 3 ,984,  1868; 3,102, 1869; 180, 787, 1 ,017 ,  1,626, 
2,649, 1870; 1,739, 1875; F. P. 85,369, 1869; 88,898, 
1870). Spill gave to his product one name only, i. e . ,  
Xylonite, or Cotton Xyloidine, taking the name 
“ xyloidine” from Braconnet’s term for the nitrated 
starch discovered and described by him in 1833.1 
His last process was patented in 1875 (E. P. 1,739), 
and two years later the British Xylonite Company 
was formed, taking its name from the word “Xylo- 
nite” which Spill originated to designate his product. 
After Spill had been granted his four United States 

the U. S. branch chose a name as near xylonite as 
possible without infringing on the parent name, 

patents (91,377, 91,378, 97,454, 1869; 101,175, 1870) 

A n n  chim phys  , 63, 290 (1833),  P o g g  A n n  , 29, 156 (1833) 


